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AnneMarie Defayette, Teacher of the Deaf at SSP2P, explains
3 ways your child is communicating with you

https://youtube.com/shorts/jBVN4QCgA_4?si=TDlSfuiz-k3i0_9A
https://www.instagram.com/ssp2p/
https://www.tiktok.com/@ssp2p
https://www.youtube.com/@southsoundparenttoparent
https://www.facebook.com/SSP2P


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FZ
RHB2M

Seeking input from the Autism
Parents at SSP2P

We want to hear from you!
At South Sound Parent to Parent, your voice matters. We are
seeking input from parents and caregivers of children with autism to
better understand your experiences, needs, and ideas. Your
feedback will help shape the supports, resources, and opportunities
we offer to families in our community.

Thank you for taking a few minutes to share your thoughts, we truly
value your perspective.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FZRHB2M
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FZRHB2M


Thank You
We are so grateful to everyone who
supported our Spring Online Auction!
Because of you, those who bid,
purchased items, and shared our event,
we were able to raise meaningful support
for our programs.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the Skookum
Rotary Club of Shelton and to our 
consistent donors who continue to show
up for our families month after month and
year after year.  

Your generosity truly makes a
difference!

Your support helps us continue creating a space where families feel
connected, supported, and where WE ALL BELONG!

First United Methodist Women in
Faith

Early Support for Infants &
Toddlers

Grays Harbor Department of
Health

Mason / Thurston Developmental
Disabilities Coalition

Dan Thompson 

The Arc of Washington 

Thurston Mason Developmental
Disabilities Coalition

 
CBCAP with the Washington
State Department of Children,
Youth, and Families

We also want to recognize and
thank our incredible

PARTNERS & GRANTORS:



Thank you to all the families who joined us at our 
Sensory Egg Hunts, we loved celebrating with you!

This spring, South Sound Parent to Parent was excited to host Sensory-Friendly
Easter Egg Hunts across Thurston, Mason, and Grays Harbor counties, and what
an incredible turnout! A total of 271 children, caregivers, and family members
joined us for these joyful, inclusive events.

It was so meaningful to see children exploring, collecting eggs, and sharing smiles
alongside their families. Events like these remind us how important it is to create
spaces where every child can fully participate and feel a true sense of belonging.



Sassy

The Great Inflatable Kickball
Event!  
Save the Date!
South Sound Parent to Parent invites you to an
Inflatable Kickball Event, a chance for families to
come together, play, and connect in a welcoming
and inclusive space.
More information coming soon, we can’t wait to see
you there!

Drive -in Movie Night
Save the Date! 
 We’re hosting a Drive-In Event for SSP2P families
—those who have been part of our programs or are
currently receiving services.
Bring your people, get cozy, and enjoy a fun, low-
pressure evening with other families who
understand the journey.
June 17th. 
Free Admission. Stay tuned for more details!

Buddies & Beyond
Buddies & Beyond is a fun, welcoming program
where kids can build friendships and strengthen
social skills through play, activities, and shared
experiences. With supportive guidance and
opportunities to connect, kids grow confidence,
practice communication, and feel a true sense
of belonging.  Click HERE to register

https://static.wixstatic.com/media/0fd30f_86333e050f244350a266496b2233e7f1~mv2.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/0fd30f_cba9044773d742f0b532819b96c06f8a~mv2.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/0fd30f_af8b994f514b4fb69eec7214a907f313~mv2.png
https://portals.compass-360.org/Compass360WebUserServices08/org=ssp2p.org/request=questionnairePortal/questionnaireId=68227ACE-D55E-4ECD-8BD7-BF718B057816


The first three years are a big time for growth and learning. Early Support (Birth to
Three) helps children with developmental delays or disabilities build important skills
during this critical stage.

Services are tailored to your child and family, with support like speech, movement, and
learning built into everyday routines at home or childcare.

You’re not alone, Early Support connects you to caring professionals, helpful resources,
and a team ready to support you every step of the way.

Dawn Harrison (She/Her)
Early Support Intake Coordinator
(360) 489-6374
dharrison@ssp2p.org

Click here to self refer

Do you have concerns that your child, age birth - three, is not yet:

Crawling?      Walking?      Talking?

https://portals.compass-360.org/Compass360WebUserServices08/org=ssp2p.org/request=questionnairePortal/questionnaireId=77F155C6-2EB9-4BDE-968A-9FBA26859793
https://portals.compass-360.org/Compass360WebUserServices08/org=ssp2p.org/request=questionnairePortal/questionnaireId=77F155C6-2EB9-4BDE-968A-9FBA26859793




by Trish Byrne
SSP2P Autism Support Program Director
Certified Autism Specialist • Special Education Teacher

NEURO-BITS & AUTISM TIPSNEURO-BITS & AUTISM TIPSNEURO-BITS & AUTISM TIPS

Fun Mother’s Day Craft for Children with Autism | Circle City ABA

What to expect on Mothers Day

A salute to mothers of children with
autism | Autism Speaks

Neurodiversity-Understood-Parent-Guide.pdf

Celebrating Neurodiverse Families This Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is a time to honor the strength, love, and dedication of moms raising
children with autism and other neurodiverse experiences. Every journey looks
different, and every milestone matters.

Having the right support, whether through peer connections, resources, or early
services, can make a meaningful difference. It reminds families that they are seen,
supported, and not alone.

This Mother’s Day, we celebrate the incredible moms and caregivers who show up
every day with resilience, advocacy, and love. You matter, and your journey matters.

https://circlecityaba.com/easy-and-fun-mothers-day-craft-for-children-with-autism/
https://www.positivelyautism.com/downloads/Story_MothersDay.pdf
https://www.autismspeaks.org/blog/salute-mothers-children-autism
https://www.autismspeaks.org/blog/salute-mothers-children-autism
https://autplaytherapy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Neurodiversity-Understood-Parent-Guide.pdf


Sassy

Internet Safety Training 
We’re excited to partner with the
Olympia Police Department to bring
important information to families about
internet safety for children with
developmental delays or disabilities.
As more of our kids connect online, for
learning, communication, and fun, it’s
important to make sure they are safe
and supported. 

Together, we’re working to create safer
online spaces for all children. For more
information or to register, please click
HERE 

Autism Training
Join South Sound Parent to Parent for a
3-part Autism Training Series designed
to support families and caregivers of
children with autism or developmental
differences. 

Whether you are new to the journey or
looking to deepen your understanding,
this training offers a welcoming space to
learn, ask questions, and connect with
others, because every family deserves
support and a place where they belong.
Click HERE for more info.

https://static.wixstatic.com/media/0fd30f_30130c846e16414ba24fca830efec1a0~mv2.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/0fd30f_8f3322c44a0645daae6d2749045b78ee~mv2.png
https://www.ssp2p.org/parent-education-trainings
https://www.ssp2p.org/parent-education-trainings


Our Holland Training is a welcoming workshop for
parents and caregivers raising a child with a
developmental delay or disability. 

Using the “Welcome to Holland” story, we gently
explore what it can feel like when your parenting
journey looks different than you expected. 

It’s a space to connect, share, and feel understood,
while gaining support, tools, and community from
others who have walked a similar path. 

A big congratulations to our Holland Training graduates! Your willingness
to reflect, connect, and support one another is what makes this community
so special. We’re honored to walk alongside you and celebrate this step in
your journey.



WE’RE HERE. TOGETHER.

Our support groups offer a welcoming space to connect, share, and learn from other sho truly
understand. Together, we can navigate the journey and celebrate the wins; big and small. 

(Programs & Support Groups- Click on flyers for more info)

Helping Parent Program
Thurston & Mason Counties

Peer Mentor / Information & Support
Grays Harbor County

https://www.ssp2p.org/helping-parent-1
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/0fd30f_1d6b1a74d32340deb35c175e82cc24e5~mv2.png


https://www.ssp2p.org/gh-mom-to-mom-support
https://www.ssp2p.org/mom-to-mom-support
https://www.ssp2p.org/mom-to-mom-support
https://www.ssp2p.org/mom-to-mom-support


https://www.ssp2p.org/sibshops
https://www.ssp2p.org/sibshops
https://www.ssp2p.org/dad-to-dad-support
https://www.ssp2p.org/gh-dad-to-dad-support


South Sound Parent to Parent connects families to local community
resources and events across Thurston, Mason, and Grays Harbor
counties. From support groups and family activities to essential
services and educational opportunities, we’re here to help you find
what you need, right where you live.

Are you looking  for community resources & family friendly
events in Thurston, Mason or Grays Harbor Counties? 

https://www.ssp2p.org/resources-1
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